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their rejection would be a foregone conclusion^ and so the
way would be prepared for a radical solution through a
military attack." As to military preparations, Tisza made
his view prevail to the extent that the others consented that
there should be no mobilization until after specific demands
and an ultimatum had been successively presented and
rejected.
At the close of the meeting Berchtold stated that he
would present its results to Francis Joseph at Jschl next
day. Tisza, however, who had to return to Budapest, feared
that his own views against deliberately forcing war upon
Serbia might not be effectively presented by Berchtold to
the aged sovereign. He therefore requested Berchtold to
delay his audience until he, Tisza, could draw up a memoir
to be laid before the Emperor along with Berchtold's report
on the Ministerial Council. This Berchtold consented to
do, and postponed his audience with the Emperor until
Thursday morning, July 9.
In his memoir of July 8 Tisza still urged the advisability
of his original diplomatic program to win Bulgaria; but in
view of the unanimity of the opinion against him in the
Council the day before, he devoted most of his long memoir
to what had now become the main secret question at
Vienna:- should the demands on Serbia, as Tisza insisted,
take the form of a polite note, humiliating but not im-
possible for Serbia, stating specific grievances, and asking
remedies which Austria was ready, bona fide, to accept as
satisfactory; or, should the demands, as Berchtold and the
majority wished, be a general indictment of Serbia in the
form of an ultimatum, deliberately worded to provoke im-
mediate war with Serbia? In favor of the former, Tisza
argued to the Emperor, as he had done in the Council:
I [Tisza] am not pleading at all that we should swallow
all these provocations [of Serbia], and I am ready to
assume the consequences of a war caused by a rejection